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SAMPLE PROFILE:
TOTAL SAMPLE - 2200

GENDER

Male 51 %
Female 49 %
AGE
18-25 years 20 %
26-35 years 25 %
36-45 years 25 %
46-60 years 20 %
60 & Above 10 %

RELIGION WISE SAMPLE COMMUNITY WISE SAMPLE

Hindus 82 % SC 19 %
Muslims 13 % ST 4 %
Sikhs 3 % Rajputs 36 %
Christians 1 % Brahmins 26 %
Others 1% Others 15 %




NECK TO NECK RACE IN UTTARAKHAND

Uttarakhand Assembly elections 2022 is witnessing a literal neck-to-

neck contest between the ruling BJP and the Congress.

Hyderabad based political research organisation, Peoples Pulse, and
satellite news channel, K News India, conducted a post-poll survey in
Uttarakhand from 16 February to 23 February.

Peoples Pulse conducted the post-poll survey in 20 Assembly
constituencies. The Probability Proportional to Size methodology was
adopted. Five polling stations were selected in each Assembly constituency
by systematic random sampling method. A sample of 20-25 voters were
selected from each polling station with representation reflecting the

situation on the field.

Post -Poll survey consisted of a structured questionnaire with face to

face interviews and also a secret ballot.

The main findings of the survey has the Congress just about at the
halfway mark of 36 seats in the Uttarakhand Assembly with a seat
projection of 32 to 37 seats. The ruling BJP is a lag behind with 30 to 35
seats. The AAP, which is contesting in the state for the first time, could

manage just one seat.

Coming to the vote share the Congress is leading over the BJP by just
one per cent - 43 per cent to 42 percent. The AAP is polling around nine

per cent and the BSP is at four per cent.

When compared to the 2017 elections the Congress has boosted its
vote share to 43 percent from 33.5 percent with a net gain of 9.5 per cent.
The BJP’s vote share has shrunk to 42 per cent from 46.5 per cent, a reduction

of 4.5 per cent.

It is important to mention that in any survey a five per cent plus or

minus error needs to be factored in both the projection of seats and vote

share.



On the issue of choice for the next chief minister, Mr Harish Rawat is
leading the pack with 40 per cent of the respondents preferring him. The
BJP’s Mr Pushkar Singh Dhami comes next with 37 per cent. The AAP
candidate Col Ajay Kothyial is down at eight per cent.

The BJP is leading in Garhwal region and the Congress is leading in
Kumaon region. They are locked in a close contest in the Tarai region. The

AAP is showing some kind of an impact in this region.

The main election issues were price rise, employment, MSP, migration
and Covid among others. The other issues that are causing further impact

is the payment of dues to sugarcane farmers by sugar factories.

The BJP’s problems are largely because of changing three chief
ministers, the poor handling of Covid and problems related to it, the

allegations on corruption and the anti-incumbency against sitting MLAs.

Of the 70 seats, 36 seats are swing seats where rival parties are voted
in or out every alternate election. The remaining 34 seats have a tendency
to re-elect their legislators. A very peculiar feature in Uttarakhand is that

no chief minister has won his seat while fighting to retain power.

The Congress is backed by 50 per cent of the Thakurs, 80 percent of
the Muslims, 34 percent of Brahmins, 30 per cent OBCs and 60 per cent of
SCs. Sikhs and Punjabis are backing the Congress largely due to the

farmers’ unrest.

The BJP is backed by 65 percent of Brahmins, 50 per cent of Thakurs,
60 per cent of OBCs, 40 per cent of SCs. The ST vote is equally split between
both parties.

Peoples Pulse researchers, in addition to the post-poll survey,
conducted a mood survey in all Assembly constituencies from 1 February
to 10 February. This comprised focussed group discussions to categorise

the 70 seats as certain win or lose for a particular party and keen contests.

It needs to be mentioned that the state has small constituencies and a

grouping of a few hundred voters has the ability to impact the outcome of

a contest.



FINDINGS

SEATS PROJECTION

S.No. Party Seats Projection
1 CONGRESS 32-37
2 BJP 30 -35
3 AAP 0-1
4 BSP 0-1
5 Others 0-1

@ Margin of error - Plus or Minus Five per cent
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VOTE SHARE

S.No. Party Vote Share
1 CONGRESS 43 %
2 BJP 42 %
3 AAP 9 %
4 BSP 4 %
5 Others 2%

@ Margin of error - Plus or Minus Five per cent
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VOTE SHARE SHIFT

2017 - 2022
S.No.| Party 2017 March | Post Poll Shift
Survey - 2022

1 CONGRESS 33.5 % 43 % +9.5 %
2 BJP 46.5 % 42 % -4.5%
3 AAP - 9 % +9%
4 BSP 7.0 % 4 % -3%
5 UKD 0.7 % - -
6 SP 0.4 % - -
7 Others 11.9 % 2% -9.9 %




MAJOR ELECTION ISSUE

Election Issue Percentage

Price Rise 18 %
Unemployment 16 %
MSP 14 %
Migration 12 %
Health / Covid 10 %
Development / Infrastructure 9 %
Corruption 6 %
Education 4 %
Electricity 4 %
Water 3 %
Land Laws 2 %
Others 2 %
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CHIEF MINISTER CHOICE

Next Chief Minister Percentage

Harish Rawat (Cong) 40 %
Pushkar Singh Dhami (BJP) 37 %
Col Ajay Kothyial (AAP) 8 %
Anil Baluni (BJP) 7 %
Pritam Singh (Cong) 4 %
Bhuwan Chand Khanduri (BJP) 2 %
Ganesh Godiyal (Cong) 1 %
Madan Kaushik (BJP) 1%

CHIEF MINISTER CHOICE

1% 1%
o —

Harish  Pushkar Col Ajay Anil Pritam Bhuvan Ganesh Madan

Rawat Singh Kotyial Baluni Singh Chand Godival Kaushik

(Cong) Dhami (AAP) (BJP) (Cong) Khanduri (Cong) (BIP)
(BIP) (BJIP)
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